
Suggested Reading
If you're a beginning screenwriter, you can learn a lot about the basics from some of our favorite books on the subject. 

The Complete Guide to Standard Script Formats by Hills R. Cole

500 Ways to Beat the Hollywood Script Reader by Jennifer Lerch 

How Not to Write a Screenplay by Denny Martin Hine 

The Screenwriters Bible: A Complete Guide to Writing, Formatting and Selling Your Script by David Trottier

Screenwriting 101 by Neill Hicks

The Writers Journey: Mythic Structure for Writers by Christopher Vogler

Story by Robert McKee


Thank You
Many thanks to local merchants and other local groups for supporting the Austin Screenwriters Group!

· Austin Film Festival and the Heart of Film Screenwriters Conference

· Book People

· IT Copying Center

· Reel Women

· Texas Film Commission

· Writers League of Texas
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Three Ways to Join
Austin Screenwriters Group

1. In person at one of our meetings.

2. On-line at www.austinscreenwriters.org
3. Online at yahoo groups. Subscribe to AustinScreenwriters@yahoogroups.com
Dues: $24/ year are optional. 
You must be a dues paying member to participate in workshops or schedule a script reading. 


Meeting Times and Locations

1st and 3rd Saturdays, 9:15 am to noon
Book People, 603 N Lamar Blvd 
3rd Floor Boardroom
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The Austin Screenwriters Group provides guidance and support to Austin area screenwriters. 

We offer:

· Networking opportunities

· Critiques on works-in-progress

· Workshops

· Discounts with local merchants

· Community of writers 

Come Join Us!
www.austinscreenwriters.org

Script Readings

Anyone may attend the meetings and join in the script readings, but only dues paying ASG members may schedule a reading of their script. Script readings are scheduled on a first-come basis and are often scheduled at least 3 to 4 months in advance.

How does a script reading work exactly? 

The screenwriter assigns readers for each role and for the narration and designates the stopping point for the break. After the reading, meeting attendees provide feedback as designated by the screenwriter.

How do I qualify for a script reading?

ASG members must attend at least four script readings before they may schedule a reading of their own script. 

Before your first reading, show the first 10 pages of your script to an ASG member to make sure it's ready for a group reading. 

How do I schedule a script reading? 

Send a message with "Schedule Script Reading” in the subject line to austinscreenwriters@yahoogroups.com. In your message, provide the title and logline (a one- or two-sentence summary) of your script. 


How do I prepare a script for a reading?

· Make sure your script is formatted correctly. You can use a computer screenwriting program, consult one of the many reference books such as, The Screenwriters Bible, or look on the web for formatting information: www.screenwritingsecrets.com. 

· Consider registering your script with the WGAWw (Writers Guild Assn West at www.wga.org).

· Print enough copies for the characters' roles you will assign to readers as well as a few extra. You may print your script double-sided, use up to 50% reduction and print up to 2 pages on a sheet to save on printing costs.

· Customize the scripts for each reader by highlighting the dialogue for the character(s) they will read. You can combine multiple small roles onto a single script. Prepare a script for the narrator with slug lines and action highlighted.

· When you get to the meeting, assign roles and/or bring in your own talent to read key roles.

· Designate a stopping point approximately halfway through the script for the mid-meeting break.

Does the ASG only allow readings of full-length, finished scripts? 

While most of our readings are of full-length scripts, we occasionally have readings of short film scripts and host "Preview" readings for two or three writers. They each bring a sample of their script for group feedback.

How do I know if my script is ready for a reading? 

Most of our members are willing to review the first 10 to 20 pages of your script. They will suggest ways you can improve your description and dialogue, point out any formatting issues, and let you know if they think your script is ready for a group reading. 

How can I get the most from the critique of my script? 

Consider whether you want to moderate the script discussion yourself or assign someone to do it for you. 

You can choose a free-for-all discussion or ask for a formal roundtable discussion. You may bring video or sound recording devices to record the reading and feedback. Consider distributing a list of specific questions you would like answered by the readers. 

Give all attendees your name, the name of your screenplay, and your email address so they can contact your with more comments after the reading.
